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None of these challenges could prevent
Robert from persisting in his life’s work and
his absolute dedication to the cause of tribal
sovereignty and improving the lives of Indian
people.

Robert’s leadership and commitment to the
mission of NCAI stabilized the organization
through many internal changes and external
challenges.

Robert’s work for NCAI over the years has
been varied and compelling.

In the 1990’'s he managed the Nuclear
Waste Policy Committee for NCAI on a con-
tract with the U.S. Department of Energy,
which anchored the organization’s finances
during a very difficult period. By identifying
other contract and grant opportunities, Robert
generated millions of dollars to NCAI, making
possible the good work of the organization
over the years.

Robert had great success on policy
issues—particularly emergency response and
tribal-friendly amendments to the Stafford Act,
which he labored on for more than two dec-
ades. His efforts bore fruit when a window of
opportunity opened after Hurricane Sandy
and, as was typical of his work ethic, Robert
jumped in with both feet. This is a prime ex-
ample of Robert's patient but steady vision
and how his long-term commitment has bene-
fitted not just NCAI but tribal communities
across the United States.

Robert is also leaving a legacy from his
work with Native Veterans: his accomplish-
ments include the recent decision by the Vet-
erans Administration to expand the Tribal Vet-
erans Service Officers Program; Native Code
Talker legislation; and the establishment and
funding of the National Indian Veterans Memo-
rial, which will be housed on the grounds of
the National Museum of the American Indian.

As a strong supporter and advocate for Na-
tive political participation, Robert pressed for
increased voter awareness and action in Na-
tive communities even before the “Native
Vote” phenomenon took shape.

In all of Robert’s work, his fundamental be-
lief in the wisdom of Indian people and the ca-
pacity of tribal governments to take on chal-
lenges of increasing technical complexity be-
fore long was one of the anchors of the Tribal
Self-Governance movement, particularly in law
enforcement and public safety.

Robert Holden may have retired, but he is
not going away. He plans to serve as an Am-
bassador at Large for NCAI, continuing to par-
ticipate in NCAI gatherings, and continuing to
serve the Indian people and our country as he
has done his whole adult life.

In 2017, the NCAI's member tribes unani-
mously passed Resolution MKE-17-027 titled
“Appreciation for Robert Holden.” Therefore, |
include this Resolution in the RECORD.

| am grateful to Robert for his life’s dedica-
tion to these important matters and for his in-
domitable spirit in making sure Indian tribes
were always part of the discussion here in the
halls of power in Washington, D.C.

| ask my colleagues in the House to join me
in wishing Robert all the best in whatever the
Creator has in store for him in the years to
come.

APPRECIATION FOR ROBERT HOLDEN
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS

Whereas, We, the members of the National
Congress of American Indians of the United
States, invoking the divine blessing of the
Creator upon our efforts and purposes, in
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order to preserve for ourselves and our de-
scendants the inherent sovereign rights of
our Indian nations, rights secured under In-
dian treaties and agreements with the
United States, and all other rights and bene-
fits to which we are entitled under the laws
and Constitution of the United States and
the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to enlighten
the public toward a better understanding of
the Indian people, to preserve Indian cul-
tural values, and otherwise promote the
health, safety and welfare of the Indian peo-
ple, do hereby establish and submit the fol-
lowing resolution; and

Whereas, The National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians (NCAI) was established in 1944
and is the oldest and largest national organi-
zation of American Indian and Alaska Native
tribal governments; and

Whereas, Robert Holden, the Deputy Direc-
tor of NCAI, is preparing for a well-deserved
retirement; and

Whereas, Robert started at NCAI in 1984
and for 33 years has graciously shared his te-
nacity, resilience, intelligence and compas-
sion to make lasting change for tribal na-
tions; and

Whereas, Robert’s leadership and commit-
ment to the mission of NCAI has stabilized
the organization through many internal and
external changes; and

Whereas, For more than a decade Robert
managed the important National Indian Nu-
clear Waste Policy Committee, with Russell
Jim of the Yakama Nation serving as Chair-
man, at a time when Congress was consid-
ering the creation of a geologic repository at
Yucca Mountain and the movement of sig-
nificant amounts of high-level nuclear waste
across many reservations; and

Whereas, Robert Holden has been a leader
in promoting emergency and radiological
preparedness and transportation safety and
urged proactive steps to address impacts on
Indian tribes and provide emergency re-
sponse capabilities; and

Whereas, Robert Holden’s work led directly
to the Stafford Act amendments authorizing
Indian tribes, as sovereigns, to make disaster
declarations directly to the President of the
United States; and

Whereas, Robert has been consistently
committed to working with Native Veterans,
and the expansion of tribal veterans services
and Robert has kept forth issues such as the
Native Code Talker Bill and a National In-
dian Veterans Memorial, and fought to keep
the Veterans Committee going for every vet-
eran to attend at no cost; and

Whereas, Robert has maintained exem-
plary commitment to voting participation in
Indian Country; and

Whereas, In all of Robert’s work, his sup-
port for the capacity of tribal government to
take on challenges of increasing technical
complexity has been one of the anchors of
the SelfGovernance movement, particularly
in law enforcement and public safety; and

Whereas, Robert has developed and main-
tained hundreds of relationships with tribal
leaders from around Indian country, building
trust with NCAI; and

Whereas, Robert plans to continue as an
ambassador for NCAI, participating in the
NCAI gatherings, continuing his lifelong
commitment to advancing tribal sov-
ereignty, treaty rights, and the federal trust
responsibility; and

Whereas, words cannot capture the im-
measurable spirit and incomparable con-
tributions of Robert Holden to NCAI and to
the whole of Indian Country; Now therefore
be it

Resolved, That the National Congress of
American Indians (NCAI) expresses deep ap-
preciation, love, gratitude, friendship, and
respect for Robert Holden.

March 8, 2018

CERTIFICATION
The foregoing resolution was adopted by
the General Assembly at the 2017 Annual
Session of the National Congress of Amer-
ican Indians, held at the Wisconsin Center in
Milwaukee, WI, Oct 15, 2017-Oct 20, 2017, with
a quorum present.

———

SALUTING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF
GIOVANI “GIO” DOS SANTOS
RAMIREZ

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize Mr. Giovani “Gio” dos Santos
Ramirez on his athletic and philanthropic con-
tributions to the Los Angeles community and
beyond.

Giovani, who was born May 11, 1989, is a
Mexican professional soccer player who cur-
rently plays for the Major League Soccer club
the Los Angeles Galaxy, as well as the Mex-
ico national team. He began his football career
at a very young age, being recruited by Span-
ish club FC Barcelona and playing for their B
team until age 18. Giovani made his way up
the ranks, eventually debuting for the senior
squad in 2007. That year, he was named by
World Soccer Magazine as one of the “Top 50
Most Exciting Teen Footballers.”

As a member of the Mexico under—17 team,
Giovani won the 2005 U17 World Champion-
ship held in Peru. In 2007, he made his debut
for the senior national team in a victory over
Panama on September 9, and represented El
Tri at the 2010 and 2014 FIFA World Cups.
With Mexico, he won the CONCACAF Gold
Cup in 2009, 2011 and 2015, scoring in the
2009 and 2011 finals and winning the 2009
MVP award. He was also a member of the
Mexican team that won the gold medal at the
2012 Summer Olympics.

Since joining the Los Angeles Galaxy,
Giovani's passion for giving back has led him
and his brother to host community soccer
events in LA. In July 2017, Giovani and his
brother Jonathan hosted a community soccer
clinic based on the values and methods they
have acquired over the course of their ca-
reers. The brothers contributed to the edu-
cational and athletic development of aspiring
low-income young soccer players by helping
shape their skills and guiding them on a path
to becoming future stars. | commend them for
this project, for their desire to give back to the
community, and for their willingness to share
their career lessons with young people. | un-
derstand the clinic was an unforgettable expe-
rience for the youth in attendance.

On March 17, 2018, Giovani will support the
community once again by appearing for his
fans in South Gate, California, to support the
biggest Soccer Community Tournament in Los
Angeles County history. The tournament will
be hosted by the largest Latin regional record
label, DEL Records, a company
headquartered in Bell Gardens in my 40th
Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to salute
Giovani dos Santos Ramirez for his achieve-
ments on the playing field and in the commu-
nity. 1 ask my colleagues to please join me in
applauding his outstanding contributions.
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GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 7, 2018

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to call upon the President and the Con-
gress of the United States to act without delay
and pass legislation to prevent gun violence
and mass casualties from shootings.

The community of Parkland, Florida—along
with the rest of the country—is still reeling
from the horrific tragedy that took place at the
Marjorie Stoneman Douglass High School on
Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2018.

Our hearts still ache with sadness and dis-
belief for the families and loved ones of the 17
students—sons and daughters, brothers and
sisters—who lost their lives in this senseless,
horrific act of domestic terrorism.

It is safe to say that America is sick and
tired of being sick and tired of gun violence.

That is why we must act now to stop gun vi-
olence, protect citizens, and save lives.

Here are the top 6 actions the President
and the Congress can and must take now to
protect our communities:

Require universal background checks to
keep guns out of dangerous hands;

Extend the waiting period to purchase or
transfer dangerous—weapons like the AR-15
pending completion of a background checks to
7 days;

Raise the minimum age to purchase or
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR-15,
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age;

Ban military-style assault weapons;

Limit high-capacity magazines; and

Increase access to mental health services.

We can take action without infringing on the
2nd Amendment rights of Americans.

We need to make it harder for criminals to
obtain guns by strengthening the background
check system.

We need to ensure that mental health pro-
fessionals know their options for reporting
threats of violence—even as we acknowledge
that someone with a mental illness is far more
likely to be the victim of a violent crime than
the perpetrator.

We must also make safe gun storage a pri-
ority.

As the founder and Co-Chair of the Con-
gressional Children’s Caucus, a senior Mem-
ber of the Judiciary Committee, and the Rank-
ing Member of the Judiciary Subcommittee on
Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security, |
have listened far too often to the testimony of
individuals who have survived tragedies or lost
loved ones as a result of gun violence.

In the words of President Obama after the
2013 Sandy Hook Elementary shooting,
“We’re going to have to come together and
take meaningful action to prevent more trage-
dies like this, regardless of the politics.”

While it is certainly true that violent crime
and homicide rates in this country have been
declining in recent years, they are still far
above those in other industrialized nations.

There exists a culture of violence in Amer-
ica; a subculture that with today’s techno-
logically advanced weaponry is far more dan-
gerous to public safety than ever before.

At no point in our nation’s history has a sin-
gle human been more capable of inflicting
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massive death and our society is producing
more individuals who seek to employ such
means to carry out their ill intentions.

Far too often, the tool of choice for would-
be killers are military-style assault weapons
with high-capacity magazines.

Every day, on average, 92 Americans are
victims of gun violence, resulting in more than
33,000 deaths annually.

In raising this issue, we recognize and re-
spect other cultures that exist in America; law-
abiding citizens who are responsible in their
ownership of firearms.

Many of these citizens are responsible with
respect to the lethal capacity of their firearms,
opting not to obtain assault weapons or to
equip assault weapons with 30, 50, 75, or
100-round magazines.

Here is what | think the Congress can and
must do to reduce gun violence without
abridging the Second Amendment rights of
law-abiding Americans.

Extend the waiting period to purchase or
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR-15
pending completion of a background checks to
7 days.

That is why | have introduced H.R. 4268,
the “Gun Safety, Not Sorry Act.”

Raise the minimum age to purchase or
transfer dangerous weapons like the AR-15,
high-capacity magazines, ammunitions, and si-
lencers from 18 to 21 years of age.

That is why | have introduced H.R. 5088,
the “No Mass Atrocities With Guns Act” (‘No
MAGA Act)).

Reinstate and strengthen the federal ban on
assault weapons.

| am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 3947,
legislation that will reinstates the assault
weapons ban that has been introduced by my
colleague, Congressman DAVID CICILLINE of
Rhode Island.

Reinstate a federal ban on bump stocks and
high-capacity magazines holding more than
ten rounds and allowing a shooter to inflict
mass damage in a short period of time without
reloading will save lives.

| will soon be introducing the “Stop Abuse,
Violence, and Ending Lives Act of 2018,” leg-
islation to ban the sale and possession of
bump stocks.

Require a background check for every gun
sale, while respecting reasonable exceptions
for cases such as gifts between family mem-
bers and temporary loans for sporting pur-
poses.

| am an original co-sponsor of H.R. 4240,
the “Public Safety and Second Amendment
Rights Protection Act of 2017,” legislation that
requires universal background checks and
closes the gun show loophole that has been
introduced by my colleague, Congressman
MIKE THOMPSON of California.

It is estimated that four out of ten gun buy-
ers do not go through a background check
when purchasing a firearm because federal
law only requires these checks when someone
buys a gun from a federally licensed dealer.

That would be like allowing four out of ten
people to choose if they would like to go
through airport security.

This loophole allows felons, domestic abus-
ers, and those prohibited because of mental
illness to easily bypass the criminal back-
ground check system and buy firearms at gun
shows, through private sellers, over the inter-
net or out of the trunks of cars.

Strengthen the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System (NICS) database
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to ensure it is up to date by requiring federal
and state agencies to transfer important
records to the database expeditiously since
without the information, the reliability of a
background check is questionable.

Pass legislation aimed specifically at crack-
ing down on illegal gun trafficking and straw-
purchasing which often puts guns in the hands
of people who are prohibited from having
them.

Straw-purchasing is when a prohibited buyer
has someone with no criminal history walk into
a gun store, pass a background check and
purchase a gun with the purpose of giving it
to the prohibited buyer.

Restore funding for public safety and law
enforcement initiatives aimed at reducing gun
violence.

Congress should fund law enforcement’s ef-
forts to reduce gun violence, while supporting
federal research into causes of gun violence.

There is no reason the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) or the National Institute of
Health (NIH) should be prohibited from re-
searching the causes of gun violence.

That is why | have co-sponsored H.R. 1832,
legislation that authorizes the appropriation of
funds to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention for conducting or supporting re-
search on firearms safety or gun violence pre-
vention.

| have also co-sponsored H.R. 1478, the
Gun Violence Research Act, which repeals the
provision that in practice prohibits the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services from
sponsoring research on gun violence.

And there is no reason for the restrictions
federal law places on our law enforcement of-
ficers’ ability to track and combat the spread
of illegal guns.

Close the holes in our mental-health system
and make sure that care is available for those
who need it.

Congress must improve prevention, early
intervention, and treatment of mental illness
while working to eliminate the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness.

Access to mental health services should be
improved, the shortage of mental health pro-
fessionals should be addressed, and funding
should be made available for those programs
that have proven to be effective.

That is why | have co-sponsored H.R. 1982,
the “Mental Health Access and Gun Violence
Prevention Act,” legislation that authorizes the
Department of Justice, the Department of
Health and Human Services, and the Social
Security Administration to: (1) increase access
to mental health care treatment and services,
and (2) promote reporting of mental health in-
formation to the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System.

Help local communities get unwanted and il-
legal guns out of the hands of those who
should not have them.

Congress should help support and develop
local programs that get unwanted guns off our
streets, such as gun buy-back programs that
proved so effective in Australia.

Finally, we must address our culture’s glori-
fication of violence seen and heard though our
movie screens, television shows, music and
video games.

Congress should fund scientific research on
the relationship between popular culture and
gun violence, while ensuring that parents have
access to the information they need to make
informed decisions about what their families
watch, listen to, and play.
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